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We recently held our Annual Meeting of the 
Membership in Lenora. With the roots of  
Nex-Tech being Rural Telephone Service 
Company, a cooperative telecommunications 
company, this is a regular annual event. It may 
sound crazy, but I look forward to this meeting 
each year. You may ask why…and I would 
enthusiastically tell you that I am always excited 
to share what our Nex-Tech Team has recently 
accomplished and what lies in the near future. My 
goal each year is to make the meeting unique. 
While we still have the required elements of a 
traditional cooperative annual meeting, I use 
this opportunity to talk about our community 
engagement. This year we highlighted youth 
programs sponsored by Nex-Tech and the Nex-
Gen Round-Up for Youth. In recent years, we 
have brought in guest speakers to share with 
our employees and membership the things that 
impact our ability to provide services, and this 
year we were fortunate to hear Senator Rick 
Billinger speak about activities at the Statehouse 
in Topeka. Senator Billinger shared some insight 
that quite often we may not get to learn about 
in our day-to-day activities or through traditional 
media sources. In my CEO report, I take time to 
highlight various departments at Nex-Tech to 
show how their efforts allow us to take care of our 
customers in an exceptional way. Even though 
this meeting is focused on the cooperative 
membership, there is great information to be 
shared on all Nex-Tech services, and in that way, 
this meeting relates to all Nex-Tech customers. 
I hope that you can find the time to join us for a 
future meeting.

As we get further into spring, our construction 
crew continues to place fiber-optic cable. Our 
fiber growth in 2018 is focused on the following 
areas: the rural Victoria exchange to include 
the communities of Pfeifer and Walker, more of 

the rural portion of the WaKeeney exchange, 
the Olmitz exchange, and the rural Prairie View 
exchange, Great Bend and Salina. This year our 
goal for new fiber placement is one of the most 
aggressive efforts we have ever undertaken, 
and with good weather, we feel confident that 
we will accomplish our goal. Recently, someone 
asked me why we bury the fiber-optic cable. In 
my experience, buried plant tends to be most 
cost-effective in the long-term considerations of 
owning and operating a network. While I agree 
that the initial installation of buried plant is more 
expensive than placing it aerially, when you 
consider the ongoing operational maintenance, 
the potential for damage due to weather, wind 
or vehicle accidents, it has been proven that the 
overall long-term costs are lower and provide 
consistent quality service.

In addition to placing new fiber, the Nex-Tech 
Team continues to upgrade our core network 
increasing connectivity from 10Gbps to 100Gbps 
capability. This upgrade has been necessary due 
to the ever-increasing growth in data capacity 
traversing our network. Our network engineers 
saw the trend that prompted this core network, 
upgrade so that we can keep ahead of the data 
tsunami indicated by network trends. Our goal is 
to proactively address network trends so that our 
customers do not experience network congestion 
and the unfavorable service issues that come with 
reacting after the congestion problem exists. With 
more of our daily activities being centered on 
connectivity to the Internet, Nex-Tech wants to 
ensure its customers have the best possible online 
experience. 

Check out our website from time-to-time to learn 
about what is new at Nex-Tech. Our website is  
www.nex-tech.com, and it is full of great 
information! 

A note from Jimmy

nex-tech.com 877.625.7872

Photo from the 2018 Nex-Tech Annual Meeting 
featuring the FRS Youth Tour attendees and Jimmy, 
during the presentation to cooperative members.
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It’s Construction 
Season Again
Some have joked that there are really 
only two seasons in Kansas – winter and 
construction season – and since winter is 
over, Nex-Tech has been able to resume 
network upgrades throughout its territory 
including the rural areas of WaKeeney, 
Olmitz, Victoria, and Prairie View and the 
town of Olmitz. Construction should also be 
expected in Salina and Great Bend. These 
upgrades will expand  
Nex-Tech’s state-of-the-art fiber network. In 
addition to Nex-Tech’s projects, you should 
also expect to encounter road and bridge 
construction and other types of construction 
throughout the season.

While it is generally easy to spot a 
construction zone, here are a few simple 
reminders to help your family and workers 
stay safer during construction season. First, 
look for orange diamonds and orange cones 
announcing work areas. When you see 
these items, reduce your speed and lookout 
for workers, machinery and obstacles. You 
should always assume workers are present, 
even if you do not see any. 

You should also reduce distractions when 
entering a construction zone, where it is 
imperative you are on high alert. End phone 
calls, turn your radio down or off, keep both 
hands on the wheel and keep your eyes 
on the road. Flaggers are also sometimes 
used to stop and direct traffic in work zones. 
Keep an eye out for flaggers, follow their 
instructions and keep your vehicle as far 
away from their bodies as possible. Also, be 
aware of large machines that may be utilized 
in the construction. You may be required to 
drive near these machines, but try to steer 
your car as far away as possible from them. If 
you are following another car or pilot vehicle, 
always maintain a safe following distance.

Be sure to keep these tips in mind for 
another safe construction season!

Presented by

Tech Edge, held May 24, was a great
success! Thank you for attending!

 [ THANK YOU! ]



 

Cybercrime isn’t just a business problem; it is 
an individual problem.

Answer these three questions to help you 
determine your risk.

What will happen to you if you lose 
the majority of your data? This can be 
your personal data, personal or business 
financials, customer data, photographs, 
inventory, or documents. Consider what it 
will do to your reputation when you have 
to notify relatives, customers, vendors or 
regulators of the loss. Also, include how 
much it will cost you to re-build or retrieve 
that data—in money, time and labor.

What will happen to you if you must pay 
a significant fine or deal with a large 
lawsuit? Most individuals and business 
owners do not realize that negligence in 
their security practices can potentially leave 
them vulnerable to claims. In addition, 
stolen revenue or personal finances from 
cybercrimes may not be recovered, even if 
perpetrators are identified.

What will happen to your personal life, 
family, home, financials and securities if 
any of the above happens? 

Nex-Tech has a short online Cybersecurity 
Readiness Quiz at www.nex-tech.com/
Business/SolutionsProducts/Cybersecurity.aspx 

to assess your risk. We recommend everyone 
take it. Here are a few of the multiple-choice 
questions on the quiz. 

1. How often do you change your 
passwords?  
Every 30 Days 
Every 30-60 Days 
Almost Never

2. I back up all my files. 
Always 
Sometimes 
Never

3. I make sure my computers and devices 
are patched and updated.  
Always 
Sometimes 
Never

4. All computers and devices have 
automatically updated anti-virus and 
anti-spyware systems. 
Always 
Sometimes 
Never

Denial is no longer an option! Cyber attacks 
are a serious threat to everyone. If you want 
more information about cybersecurity for 
your business, be sure to call Nex-tech at 
800-588-6649.

How big of a risk is Cybercrime for you, your 
business and your family?



 

How to tell when 
your Nex-Tech remote 
battery is low 
Does your TV remote provided by Nex-Tech 
seem a little sluggish? It might be time to 
change the battery. There is an easy way 
to tell. If your remote battery is still good, 
you’ll notice that when you press a button 
on your remote control, such as the OK 
button, the buttons on the remote light up. 
If your battery needs changed, the buttons 
will not light up. Additionally, the STB button 
will flash once when you press a button, 
indicating the battery is low. If you see these 
things, changing your battery will improve 
your TV experience. 

You can find a link to watch a video about 
this topic and find other valuable tips and 
tricks on Nex-Tech’s Help Desk page located 
at www.nex-tech.com/helpdesk. Once there, 
you can select from a variety of topics such 
as Internet, Home Security or Television or 
simply browse posts.

The 2018 Central Kansas Nex-Tech Directory 
(covering Barton, Pawnee, Rice, Rush & 
Stafford counties) is now available. If you did 
not recently receive a copy in your mailbox, 
please visit your local Nex-Tech office for 
a free copy or call 877-625-7872 to have a 
directory mailed to you.

Find businesses, get directions, click-to-call a 
business and more. Get it all with the  
Nex-Tech Directory App!

Each month, you'll automatically earn 
loyalty points you can redeem for 
special perks, services and more!

Visit nex-tech.com/loyalty to learn more!



CHARITY GOLF 
TOURNAMENT

14TH ANNUAL

TO BENEFIT 

Big Brothers Big Sisters
Kansas

 

Instant Pot
Spanish
Rice
1/4 - 1/2 cup chopped  
onions

1 tsp minced garlic

1/4 cup oil (or less)

2 cups uncooked rice (we used parboiled)

10 oz diced tomato and green chilies (Rotel)

2 cups chicken broth

dash of cumin

1/2 tsp chili powder

garlic salt to taste

Instructions:
Saute onion and garlic in oil in the pressure 
cooker without the lid until onions are 
translucent.

Add rice and cook until it begins to brown 
(about 3 minutes).

Pour in the chicken broth, Rotel and 
seasonings.

Secure the lid on the pressure cooker and 
use the digital setting for white rice. This 
takes about 15 minutes after it gets to 
pressure. Allow pressure to release naturally 
to fully cook the rice.

Fluff before serving and enjoy.

You can also cook this on the stovetop, but 
double the amount of chicken broth.

Catch all Local Flavor episodes on 
Nex-Tech Local One and  
Nex-Tech’s YouTube channel.

Nex-Tech is hosting its 14th Annual 
Charity Golf Tournament to benefit Big 
Brothers Big Sisters (BBBS) on Friday, 
June 15, at the Smoky Hill Country 
Club in Hays.

“We are excited to once again host 
this annual event for BBBS. One 
hundred percent of the proceeds 
from this tournament goes to BBBS, 
a local nonprofit organization, 
to assist with providing 
positive role models for area 
youth,” said Jimmy Todd,  
Nex-Tech CEO/General Manager.

Registration forms can be found 
at www.nex-tech.com/golf. 

For additional details, please 
call BBBS at 785-625-6672.



Get SHOWTIME® & 
THE MOVIE CHANNEL™

 

FOR ONLY
$10.99

 
PER MONTH

FOR 12 MONTHS

SIGN UP AT 
www.nex-tech.com

 OR CALL 877-625-7872!

Offer expires June 29, 2018


